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I. 37. 7 ; I. 64. 9 ; 1.186. 8 ; V. 5,6. 3; etc.), and their movements,
which will be dealt with in connection with their works. Several
personal traits of the Maruts are also known to us. They are
pleasant (V. 54. 12), free from malice (I. 19. 3), and attractive
to all -(III. 26. 5) ; but at the same time they are irritable (I.
19, 4 ; I. 94. 12 ; VI. 68. 6 ; VII. 58. 7; etc.). They are playful
(I. 37. 1, 5 ; V. 60. 3). They are unconquerable (I. 19. 4) and
unobstructive (I. 6. 8 ; I. 186. 8). They are roarers (I. 37. 10;
I. 166. 1 ; VIII. 7. 3 ; VIII. 7. 7; etc.), like a lion (I. 64. 8; III.
26. 5) and give rise to shaking or trembling (I. 37. 6 ; V. 54. 4;
V. 87. fe VI. 48. 20 ; VIII. 20. 14, 16). These latter characters
are no doubt referable to thunderstorm closely connected with
their works. They are called iron-tusked boars (I. 88. 5).

Two other characteristic features of the Maruts are their
ornaments (decorations) and implements, which are unparalleled
in their variety by those of other Rigvedic deities. They have
decorative salves or markings on the body (anji) (I. 85. 3 ; I.
19. 2; V. 53. 4; VIII. 20. 11; etc.) of ruddy colour (II. 34. 16),
garland round the neck (V. 53. 4), golden ornament on the
breast (I. 64. 4 ; II. 34. 8 ; V. 53. 3, 4 ; V. 53. 3 ; VII. 56. 13;
VIII. 20. 10, 22; X. 78. 2), turban on the head (VIII. 7,25),
golden (V. 57. 6) and shaped like the two horns of a cow (V.
59. 3) and have a bracelet round the hand, armlet round the
arm (I. 66. 9; V. 58. 2), and anklet round the leg (V. 54. 11).
Of their implements, the weapons in general are mentioned
(L 39. 2; VII. 56. 13; etc.). There is also mention of stone
implement (I. 172. 2 ; V. 54. 3). Of special weapons, we
have bow and arrows (I. 64. 10; V. 57. 2), thunderbolt (V.
54. 3 ; VIII. 7. 22) mentioned as held in the hand, axe (va&)
(I. 19. 2 ; V. 53. 4 ; etc.) of gold (VIH. 7, 32) and javelin (L
37. 2 ; V. 60. 3; V. 57. 1; etc.). The javelin is bright (I. 31. 1;
I. 64. 11 ; I. 85. 4 ; I. 168. 4 ; II. 34. 5; V. 55. 1; VI. 66. 11;
etc.), is carried on the shoulder (I. 64. 4; V. 54. 11 ; V. 57. &T,
and is thrown by them (V. 52. 6). They are called brilliant
from javelin or as associated with lightening as javelin (rsti-
vidyuta) (I. 168. 5 ; V. 52. 13). There is also mention of a
toothed weapon (I. 166. 6) and of a golden-armour (V. 55. 6).

The Maruts5 cars are golden (V. 57. 1 ; VIII. 20. 8) with
golden wheels "or fellies (I. 64. 11 ; I. 88. 5). The lightenings
are as if the cars of the Maruts (III. 54. 13). Their cars run
over the clouds (VEIL 7, 18) and are connected with clouds
from which rain goes down (I. 87. 2). There are a bow and other
weapons on their cars (VIII. 10, 12). Their cars are visible
during rain (V. 53. 5). In one passage (VI. 66. 7) their cars
are said to be without a charioteer, without steeds, and to be
givers of rain. Their cars are drawn by female steeds which
are spotted (I. 19. 2 ; I. 89. 7 ; II. 34. 3, 4; III. 16. 6; VIII.
7, 28; etc.), golden footed (VIII. 7, 26), and are brown and ruddy
in colour (I. 88. 2 ; VIII. 7, 28; etc.). Their cars are also said